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4.14 POPULATION AND HOUSING 
 
4.14.1 Environmental Setting 
 
The Project is to widen and improve an existing roadway and does not involve housing, or the construction 
of structures for housing. The Project is located in an existing commercial/industrial area of Corona.  
 
4.14.2 Impact Analysis 
 

 
CEQA THRESHOLDS 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

 
Less Than 

Significant with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

 
Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

 
No Impact or 

Does Not Apply 

 
XIV. POPULATION AND HOUSING:  
Would the project: 

    

 
a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, 
either directly (for example, by proposing new 
homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, 
through extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)? 

   X 

 
b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

   X 

 
Discussion 
 
a) Would the project induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (for 

example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension 
of roads or other infrastructure)? 

 
No Impact. The purpose of the Project is to relieve existing traffic congestion, which does not 
induce growth.  Therefore, the Project does not indirectly induce an increase in population. 
 
 

b) Would the project displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 
 
No Impact. No existing housing would be displaced as the Project site is a roadway and bridge 
and would remain as such upon Project implementation. No impacts would occur, and no 
mitigation is required. 

 
 
4.14.3 Mitigation Measures: 
 
No mitigation measures are required.      
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4.15  PUBLIC SERVICES 
 
4.15.1 Environmental Setting 
 
The Project is to widen and improve the Magnolia Avenue Bridge over Temescal Wash Channel and 
Magnolia Avenue from El Camino Avenue to 1,000 feet east of the All American Way.  
 
 
4.15.2 Impact Analysis 
 

 
CEQA THRESHOLDS 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

 
Less Than 

Significant with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

 
Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

 
No Impact or 

Does Not Apply 

 
XV. PUBLIC SERVICES:  
a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service 
ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any of the public services: 
 
 Fire protection?   X  
 
 Police protection?   X X 
 
 Schools?    X 
 
 Recreation/Parks?    X 

 Other public facilities?   X  

 
a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of 

new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to 
maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any of the 
public services:  Fire Protection, Police Protection, Schools, Recreation/Parks, or Other Public 
Facilities.  
 
Fire Protection 
 
Less than Significant Impact. The closest fire station to the Project area is Fire Station No. 1, 540 
Magnolia Avenue, approximately 1.7 miles west of the Project area. No significant demand for 
fire protection or other emergency services is anticipated to be necessary. The possibility exists 
for a work-related injury, but this type of occurrence is considered to be rare, and therefore, not 
create a substantial need for emergency medical services for the Project. Therefore, there is a less 
than significant impact on fire protection services.  
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Police Protection 
 
The Corona Police Dept provides police services in the Project area. Response times are 
approximately 5 minutes for life-threatening events. Corona averaged approximately 1,800 
vehicle collisions, 31 bicycle-vehicle accidents, 47 pedestrian-vehicle collisions, and approximately 
1 vehicle-train collision, from 2014 to 2017. While the number of accidents increased from 2014 
to 2016, the accidents have moderated in number during 2017 down to levels before the SR-91 
was improved. The main exceptions are that both bicycle and pedestrian collisions gradually 
increased (COC, 2019a).  
 
Magnolia Avenue will be open for travel during construction, although within some lane 
restrictions. All traffic controls will be in place during the construction. It is anticipated that some 
police services may be necessary for traffic-related calls for service, but the service performed will 
be within the standard services ability and no new facilities or additional forces may be required. 
Therefore, there will be a less than significant impact on police services.  
 
Schools, Recreation and Parks 
 
No Impact. The Project will not impact schools, recreational facilities because the Project is to 
widen and improve an existing bridge and roadway approaches. There will be no impact. 
 
Other Public Facilities 
 
Less Than Significant Impact.  The Project will widen the bridge over Temescal Creek Channel, 
an improved, 84-foot-wide by 15-foot-deep rectangular concrete channel. The channel has a 
storm drain into the channel that includes a grated drop inlet at the north side of Magnolia 
Avenue west of the Channel; a 30-inch storm drain line that ties into the Channel at the 
northeast, southeast and southwest corners of the bridge. The channel is owned and maintained 
by the Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District (RCFC &WCD).  
 
The City of Corona’s 30-inch water transmission line (Cross-Town Feeder) is attached to the 
exterior edge of the south side of the bridge. The City’s water service will remain in operation 
for customers along the alignment during construction. The new water transmission line will be 
relocated prior to bridge construction by a jack-and bore method under the channel, south of 
the area of bridge widening, thereby allowing the existing transmission line to remain in 
operation. The City may temporarily reroute its water service along the Project alignment while 
the newly installed pipeline will be connected. However, users within the Project alignment will 
not be affected. The impact will be less than significant, and no mitigation is required. 
 
 

4.15.3 Mitigation Measures: 
 
No mitigation measures are required.  
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4.16 RECREATION 
 
4.16.1 Environmental Setting 
 
The Project is to widen and improve an existing roadway and does not involve recreation, the use of 
recreation, or the construction of recreational facilities.  
 
4.16.2 Impact Analysis 
 

 
CEQA THRESHOLDS 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

 
Less Than 

Significant with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

 
Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

 
No Impact or 

Does Not Apply 

 
XVI. RECREATION:     
 
a) Would the project increase the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical 
deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 

   X 

 
b) Does the project include recreational facilities or 
require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an adverse 
physical effect on the environment? 

   X 

 
Discussion 
 
a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other 

recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 
 
No Impact. The Project does not propose any residential use or other land use that may generate 
a population that would increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities. Accordingly, implementation of the proposed Project would not result in 
the increased use or substantial physical deterioration of an existing neighborhood or regional 
park, thus, impacts there will be no impacts. 
 
 

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment? 
 
No Impact. The Project does not propose to construct any recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of any recreational facility. There are no impacts. 
 
 

4.16.3 Mitigation Measures: 
 
No mitigation measures are required.        
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4.17 TRANSPORTATION 
 
A Traffic Impact Study Report was prepared for the Project by KOA Consultants in May 2021 (Appendix I 
- Traffic Impact Study Report). 
 
 
4.17.1 Regulatory Setting 
 
Senate Bill (SB) 743 encourages land use and transportation planning decisions and investments that 
reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and thereby contribute to the reduction of GHG emissions, as 
required by the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (Assembly Bill [AB 32]). The CEQA 
Guidelines were also subsequently revised to require that lead agencies utilize VMT-related metric(s) that 
evaluate the significance of transportation-related impacts under CEQA for development projects, land 
use plans, and transportation infrastructure projects, beginning on July 1, 2020. In response to SB73, the 
City of Corona developed VMT Analysis Guidelines (Fehrs & Peers, 2019). SB 743 eliminates auto delay, 
Level of Service (LOS), and other similar measures of vehicular capacity or traffic congestion as the sole 
basis for determining significant impacts under CEQA, although it allows Cities to still consider LOS in 
project evaluation.  
 
Intersections within incorporated cities associated with freeway on- and off-ramps fall under Caltrans 
jurisdiction. Caltrans approves the planning, design, and construction of improvements for all state- 
controlled facilities. Caltrans utilizes the Highway Capacity Manual 6 (HCM 6) methodology which 
estimates a quantitative delay in seconds per vehicle (sec/veh) at intersections and assigns a qualitative 
letter grade that represents the operations of the intersection. These grades range from LOS A (minimal 
delay) to LOS F (excessive congestion). LOS E represents at-capacity operations. Descriptions of the LOS 
letter grades for signalized and unsignalized intersections are provided in Table 4.17-1: Level of Service 
Descriptors, as identified in the City’s General Plan (COC, 2019a). 
 

Table 4.17-1:  Level of Service Descriptors 
 

LOS Description 

Intersection Control Delay 
(seconds/vehicle) 

Signalized 
Intersections 

Unsignalized 
Intersections 

A Operations with very low delay occurring with favorable progression 
and/or short cycle length. ≤ 10 ≤ 10 

B Operations with low delay occurring with good progression and/or 
short cycle lengths. 

>10 and < 
20 

>10 and < 
15 

C Operations with average delays resulting from fair progression and/or 
longer cycle lengths. Individual cycle failures begin to appear. 

>20 and < 
35 

>15 and < 
25 

D 
Operations with longer delays due to a combination of unfavorable 
progression, long cycle lengths, or high V/C ratios. Many vehicles stop 
and individual cycle failures are noticeable. 

>35 and < 
55 

>25 and < 
35 

E 
Operations with high delay values indicating poor progression, long cycle 
lengths, and high V/C ratios. Individual cycle failures are frequent 
occurrences. 

>55 and < 
80 

>35 and < 
50 

F 
Operation with delays unacceptable to most drivers occurring 
due to over saturation, poor progression, or very long cycle 
lengths. 

> 80 > 50 



Initial Study and Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration  
Magnolia Ave Bridge Widening - El Camino Avenue to 1,000 feet east of All American Way - City of Corona 

 

February 2022 105 

 
The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) is a council of governments representing the 
six-county region of Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and Ventura counties. Every 
four years SCAG updates the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) for the six-county region. On April 7, 
2016, the SCAG’s Regional Council adopted the 2016-2040 Regional Transportation Plan / Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (2016 RTP/SCS). The SCS outlines a development pattern for the region, which, 
when integrated with the transportation network and other transportation measures and policies, would 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions from transportation (excluding goods movement). 
 
The City of Corona’s General Plan (COC, 2019b) identifies goals and policies that direct the City’s future 
planning for growth. The City of Corona’s General Plan, Circulation Element, identifies Magnolia Avenue 
in the Project alignment as:  
 

• Major Arterial, 6 Lane; 
• Proposed Class III bikeway; 
• Local Truck Route 

 
 
4.17.2 Environmental Setting 
 
The Project alignment along Magnolia Avenue is an approximately 0.45 segment from El Camino Avenue 
to approximately 1,000 feet east of All American Way. Magnolia Avenue within Project alignment is 
currently four lanes (two lanes of travel each way), has sidewalks only in some sections along the 
alignment, and currently has no bike lane. Roadway widths along Magnolia Avenue vary, but are generally 
82 feet curb to curb, while the Magnolia Bridge is approximately 64 feet wide curb to curb.   
 
El Camino Avenue, the westernmost end of the Project alignment, exists approximately 600 feet east of 
the Interstate 15 (I-15) Freeway and Magnolia Avenue on ramps and off ramps, and the terminus of the 
Project is approximately the intersection of Magnolia Avenue and the eastbound lane of Leeson Lane. 
Commercial and industrial uses exist adjacent to the Project alignment. 
 
The BNSF railroad crossing exists approximately 80 east of the intersection with El Camino Avenue, and is 
within the Project alignment, and the only work proposed is to install ADA-compliant sidewalks and 
replacing the signal that is in front of the arms that control the westbound lanes.  
 
Corona’s bus service, the Corona Cruiser, provides transit to local activity centers—major retail areas, 
hospitals, medical facilities, public service agencies, library, civic center, and commercial/retail areas—in 
the City and unincorporated areas. The Corona Cruiser Blue Line operates along Magnolia Avenue in the 
Project alignment, with bus stops just east of El Camino Avenue and Trademark Avenue.  
 
For regional travel, the Riverside Transit Agency buses connect to the Metrolink stations and other 
regional destinations. Regional transit is provided by Metrolink, which provides passenger rail service from 
outlying communities to employment centers in Burbank, Irvine, and Los Angeles. 
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4.17.3 Impact Analysis 
 

 
CEQA THRESHOLDS 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

 
Less Than 

Significant with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

 
Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

 
No Impact or 

Does Not Apply 

 
XVII. TRANSPORTATION / TRAFFIC:  
Would the project:  

    

 
a)  Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or 
policy addressing the circulation system, including 
transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

  X  

 
b)  Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines 
§ 15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

  X  

 
c) Substantially increase hazards due to a design 
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)? 

  X  

 
d) Result in inadequate emergency access?   X  

 
a) Would the project conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation 

system, including transit, roadways, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 
 
Less than Significant Impact.  The Project is identified in SCAG’s 2019 RTP as “Magnolia Ave Bridge 
Widening from 4 to 6 lanes from El Camino Ave to 1000 ft E/O All American Way, including the 
widening over the Temescal Channel; includes construction of missing sidewalk, bike lanes, ADA 
compliant ramps and decorative landscaping.”  Therefore, the Project is consistent with the RTP.  
 
The Project will widen Magnolia Avenue from four lanes to six lanes and provide for a striped Class 
III Bike Lane, as well as install sidewalks in segments where they are missing, consistent with the 
City’s General Plan. Any bus stops impacted during construction would be replaced in-kind. 
Therefore, the Project is consistent with the City’s General Plan.  
 
The City of Corona has adopted Level of Service (LOS) D as the maximum threshold of significance 
at all collector and arterial intersections. A project impact occurs when the project-related traffic 
causes the volume to capacity (V/C) ratio of a study intersection already performing at LOS D to 
increase by more than 0.01 and results in LOS E or F (Appendix I).  
 
Table 4.17-2: Project Traffic Impacts compares the LOS and V/C ratios under existing conditions 
and future conditions, both with and without the Project.  
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Table 4.17-2: Project Traffic Impacts 

 
 

Intersection Peak 
Hour 

Existing 
Conditions 

(2019) 

Buildout 
Year (2040) 

No Build 

Buildout Year 
(2040) 

Widened Alt. 
Change 
in Delay 

Project 
Impact 

Satisfactory 
LOS? 

Delay LOS Delay LOS Delay LOS 
Magnolia 
Avenue at  
El Camino 
Ave 

AM 28.8 C 65.5 E 37.3 D -28.2 NO YES 

PM 28.0 B 104.4 F 53.1 D -51.3 NO YES 

Magnolia 
Avenue at 
Sherborn 
Street 

AM 4.0 A 4.4 A 4.2 A -0.2 NO YES 

PM 10.0 A 10.8 B 6.1 A -4.7 NO YES 

Magnolia 
Avenue at 
All 
American 
Way 

AM 8.0 A 10.7 B 9.1 A -1.6 NO YES 

PM 8.8 A 17.0 B 10.4 B -6.6 NO YES 

Magnolia 
Avenue at 

6th Street 

AM 36.7 D 73.6 E 49.2 D -24.4 NO YES 

PM 82.0 F 297.9 F 237.6 F -60.3 NO NO 

 
Table 4.17-2 identifies that the Project would improve long-term traffic congestion at the 
intersections where widening will occur along Magnolia Avenue at the El Camino Ave and All 
American Way intersections. The table also identifies that the intersection of Magnolia at 6th 
Street, which is not part of the Project, is rated at a LOS of “F” under both the existing condition 
and under proposed Project conditions. Therefore, the Project is consistent with the City’s 
adopted standards for acceptable circulation.  
 
Therefore, the Project would not conflict with any program, plan or ordinance that addresses the 
circulation system.  
 

b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision 
(b)? 
 
Less than Significant Impact. For purposes of CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3(b), SB 743 
compliance, a VMT analysis should be conducted for land use projects as deemed necessary by 
the Traffic Engineering Division and would apply to projects that have the potential to increase 
the average VMT per service population (VMT/SP). Service population is typically the aggregate 
of total employment and population within a study area or project. 
 
The Project is not a land use project nor does it require any land use action. The Project seeks to 
widen a bridge and add a lane of travel consistent with the City’s General Plan. This will 
significantly reduce the existing traffic bottleneck that exists along this segment of roadway. 
Additionally, the City’s VMT Guidelines allows for the City’s discretion in determining which 
projects require a VMT analysis. Given the nature and objectives of this Project to improve overall 
travel conditions, the Project is exempt from a VMT analysis per the City’s discretion afforded it 
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in its VMT guidelines. Impacts would be less than significant, and the Project traffic would not rise 
to a level that could conflict with CEQA Guidelines. Impacts would be less than significant.  
 
 

c) Would the project substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp 
curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g. farm equipment)? 
 
Less Than Significant Impact. The Project involves widening the Magnolia Avenue bridge over 
Temescal Wash and its approaches. The Project will provide an additional lane of travel and travel 
lanes that are consistent widths thereby providing safer travel for motorists. Therefore, the 
Project will not create a hazard due the geometric design. Impacts are less than significant.  
 
 

d) Would the project result in inadequate emergency access? 
 
Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Project would not result in inadequate emergency 
access. The proposed construction activities would include reducing lanes of travel during 
construction, however, traffic control will be conducted in accordance with State and federal 
guidelines which provides for emergency vehicle access through the construction zone when 
required. Impacts are less than significant, and no mitigation is required.  

 
 

4.17.4 Mitigation Measures: 
 
No mitigation measures are required.  
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4.18 TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 
A Historic Property Survey Report for the proposed Project was performed by CRM Tech (Appendix C). 
The report included a written request made to the Native American Heritage Commission (Commission) 
on May 21, 2020, requesting a records search in the Sacred Lands File. The Commission replied on the 
same day that the Sacred Lands File search results were negative but recommended further consultation 
with local tribes. 
 
City of Corona AB 52 Tribal Consultation 
 
The City of Corona conducted consultation with Native American tribes in compliance with AB 52.  
 
On April 14, 2020, the City of Corona notified the following tribal entity representatives of the Project 
and that the 30-day timeframe in which to request consultation would end on May 8, 2019, in 
accordance with AB52: 
  

• Andrew Salas, Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians 
• Ebru Ozdill, Pechanga Band of Luiseño Indians 
• Destiny Colocho, Rincon Band of Luiseño Indians 
• Joseph Ontiveros, Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians 

  
Of the tribes contacted, the following responses were received: 
  

• Rincon Band of Luiseño Indians. May 1, 2020 – request for consultation. Project orientation 
meeting held May 20, 2020.  

• Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians. May 13, 2020 – request for consultation. Project 
orientation meeting held June 20, 2020.  

  
On September 12, 2021, copies of the cultural resources report was provided to the following tribes per 
their request:  
 

• Andrew Salas, Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians 
• Ebru Ozdill, Pechanga Band of Luiseño Indians 
• Cheryl Madrigal, Rincon Band of Luiseño Indians  
• Joseph Ontiveros, Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians 

 
No tribal resources were identified within or surrounding the Project alignment, and no comments on the 
cultural report were received by the tribes. Consultation was concluded.  
 
4.18.1 Environmental Setting 
 
The City of Corona is situated in an area where the traditional territories of the Luiseño of the 
Perris/Elsinore region and the Gabrielino of the Los Angeles Basin overlapped, with a late influx of Cahuilla 
from the San Gorgonio Pass and San Jacinto Mountains area during the 19th century.  
 
In 1769, with the establishment of the Franciscan mission in San Diego, Alta California became a part of 
Spain’s colonial empire in the Americas. During the ensuing mission period, the present-day Corona area 
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fell nominally into the vast landholdings of Mission San Gabriel, established in 1771, and Mission San Luis 
Rey, established in 1798. 
 
The surface of the Project alignment is completely developed. The deeper impact required by the 
undertaking, up to 20 feet below surface, is concentrated in the portion of the Project alignment lying 
across the Temescal Creek channel, where the current landscape is largely the result of flood control 
works along the creek since the 1960s, in particular the complete channelization of the creek in the 1980s 
(Appendix C). Prior to the completion of these works, much of the APE was a part of the flood plain of 
the unbridled creek and its meandering braid of branches, which would not have offered a favorable 
setting for long-term settlement in prehistoric times. 
 
 
4.18.2 Impact Analysis 
 

 
CEQA THRESHOLDS 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

 
Less Than 

Significant with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

 
Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

 
No Impact or 

Does Not Apply 

XVIII. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES:  
Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in 
Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically 
defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California 
Native American tribe, and that is: 
 
a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California 
Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register 
of historical resources as defined in Public Resources 
Code section 5020.1(k), or 

  X  

 
b) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its 
discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to 
be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 
5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 
5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the 
significance of the resource to a California Native 
American tribe. 

  X  

 
 
Discussion 
 
a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural 

resource, defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural 
landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred 
place, or object with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is listed or 
eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical 
resources as defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k)? 
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Less Than Significant. According to PRC Chapter 2.5, Section 21074, tribal cultural resources are 
sites, features, places, cultural landscapes, sacred places, and items with cultural value to a 
California Native American tribe that are either included or determined to be eligible for inclusion 
in the California Register of Historical Resources or included in a local register of historical 
resources as defined in Section 5020.1.  
 
There are no resources that have been identified as eligible for listing to the California Register of 
Historic Places within or near the Project site. Additionally, based on AB 52 tribal consultation, 
there are no tribal cultural resources within the Project alignment, nor are they anticipated to 
occur within the Project alignment. Impacts are less than significant, and no mitigation is required.   
 

 
b) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural 

resource, defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural 
landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred 
place, or object with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is a resource 
determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to be 
significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. 
In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1, the lead 
agency shall consider the significance of the resource to a California Native American tribe? 

  
Less Than Significant Impact. The Project alignment is previously disturbed land currently under 
commercial land use. Additionally, there are no tribal cultural resources within the Project 
alignment, or anticipated to be within the Project alignment, per AB 52 tribal consultation. 
Impacts are less than significant, and no mitigation is required.   
 
 

4.18.3 Mitigation Measure: 
 
No mitigation measures are required.  
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4.19 UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 
 
4.19.1 Environmental Setting 
 
The Project is to widen and improve the Magnolia Avenue Bridge over Temescal Wash Channel and 
Magnolia Avenue from El Camino Avenue to 1,000 feet east of the All American Way. 
 
The streetlights along the Project alignment (owned by the City) will be removed during Project 
construction to facilitate sidewalk construction. Additionally, all streetlights within the Project limits will 
be replaced with the most current standard pole and fixture and equipped with light-emitting diode (LED) 
lamps. The SCE conduit and lower voltage utilities that are attached to the bridge structure on the north 
side will be relocated to within new cells inside the bridge.  The 30-inch water main from the City of 
Corona, attached to the bridge’s structure on the south side will also be relocated to accommodate a 
widened bridge.   An existing 10-inch City-owned waterline attached to the exterior of the north side of 
the bridge will be replaced to be along the outside edge of the new north side of the bridge. All pole-
mounted utilities located on the south side, between All American Way and 1480 Magnolia Avenue, will 
be temporarily relocated during construction only but remain above ground.  
 
 
4.19.2 Impact Analysis 
 

 
CEQA THRESHOLDS 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

 
Less Than 

Significant with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

 
Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

 
No Impact or 

Does Not Apply 

 
XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS:  
Would the project: 

    

 
a) Require or result in the relocation or 
construction of new or expanded water, 
wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, 
electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications 
facilities, the construction or relocation of which 
could cause significant environmental effects? 

  X  

 
b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve 
the project and reasonably foreseeable future 
development during normal, dry and multiple dry 
years? 

  X  

 
c) Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider which serves or may serve the 
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the 
project's projected demand in addition to the 
provider's existing commitments? 

  X  
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d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local 
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment 
of solid waste reduction goals? 

  X  

 
e) Comply with federal, state, and local 
management and reduction statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 

  X  

 
 
Discussion 
 
a) Would the project require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, 

wastewater treatment or stormwater drainage, electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

 
Less than Significant Impact. The proposed Project consists of the relocation of a City of Corona 
30-inch water main, which is attached to the bridge abutments and pier on the south side of the 
bridge. The pipeline will be relocated to under the channel on the south side and reattached at 
its existing locations. The pipeline will remain the same size and not result in new or expanded 
water service. The Project does not expand storm water volume or use. Other utilities, such as 
electric natural gas and telecommunications would also be relocated to their new positions within 
the alignment per engineering. These facilities may be taken out of service temporarily during 
construction. However, all utility providers will re-route service to the area by use of other nearby 
facilities. Impacts will be less than significant, and no mitigation is required.  
 
 

b) Would the project have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably 
foreseeable future development during normal, dry and multiple dry years? 
 
Less than Significant Impact. Construction activities may utilize water for dust control and/or 
other uses during construction. The amount to be used for the approximately 0.45-mile 
construction area is minimal and can be served by existing water supplies. Impacts would be less 
than significant, and no mitigation is required.   
 
 

c) Would the project result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves 
or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in 
addition to the provider’s existing commitments? 
 
Less than Significant Impact.  Construction workers may use portable waste facilities serviced by 
a contractor. Wastewater demands would be accommodated existing facilities. Therefore, 
impacts would be less than significant as the project does not propose activities that would 
necessitate an increase in the capacity of existing wastewater systems. 
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d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the capacity of local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals? 
 
Less than Significant Impact. Construction and operations may generate small amounts of 
construction debris such as wood waste and concrete. The City is served by a contract waste 
hauler who utilizes the County’s landfill system, which has sufficient capacity to serve the Project 
needs. Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is required.   
 
 

e) Would the project comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 
 
Less than Significant Impact. Federal, State, and local statutes and regulations regarding solid 
waste generation, transport, and disposal are intended to decrease solid waste generation 
through mandatory reductions in solid waste quantities (e.g., through recycling and composting 
of green waste) and the safe and efficient transport of solid waste. The Project needs would be 
served by a contract waste hauler that complies with State standards.  The Project would be 
required to comply with all applicable solid waste statutes and regulations; as such, impacts 
related to solid waste statutes and regulations would be less than significant. 
 

4.19.3 Mitigation Measures: 
 
No mitigation measures are required.  
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4.20 WILDFIRE 
 
4.20.1 Environmental Setting 
 
A wildland fire is an uncontrolled fire in combustible vegetation that is typically found in a rural or 
wilderness area. Wildland fires pose a great danger to urban areas where lives and property can be 
severely affected. Conditions contributing to the severity of wildland fires are primarily related to 
weather, including temperature, humidity, and wind. Winds commonly referred to as “Santa Ana” winds 
typically occur during the fall months and pose a particularly significant hazard. 
 
The Project alignment is not within a Very High Fire Severity Zone (COC, 2019a). 
 
 
4.20.2 Impact Analysis 
 

 
CEQA THRESHOLDS 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

 
Less Than 

Significant with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

 
Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

 
No Impact or 

Does Not Apply 

 
XX. WILDFIRE:  
If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, 
Would the project: 
 
a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

   X 

 
b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, 
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose 
project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from 
a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of wildfire? 

   X 

 
c) Require the installation or maintenance of 
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or 
other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that 
may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the 
environment? 

   X 

 
d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, 
including downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 
instability, or drainage changes? 

   X 

 
Discussion 
 
a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

 
No Impact. The Project does not occur within or near state responsibility areas or lands classified 
as very high fire hazard severity zones. Nor will the Project alignment serve as an emergency 
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evacuation route for any nearby areas within the zones because the Project alignment are not 
near these zones. There will be no impact.  
 
 

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose 
project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a 
wildfire? 
 
No Impact. The Project does not occur within or near state responsibility areas or lands classified 
as very high fire hazard severity zones, and there are no slopes or other factors that would 
exacerbate wildfires or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. There will be no impact.  
 
 

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, 
emergency water sources, power lines, or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may 
result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment? 
 
No Impact. The Project does not occur within or near state responsibility areas or lands classified 
as very high fire hazard severity zones, and there is no installation or maintenance of associated 
infrastructure or other factors that would exacerbate wildfires or the uncontrolled spread of a 
wildfire. There will be no impact.  
 
 

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? 
 
No Impact. The Project does not occur within or near state responsibility areas or lands classified 
as very high fire hazard severity zones, and there are no slopes where downslope or downstream 
flooding or landslides or other conditions could occur. There will be no impact.  

 
 
4.20.3 Mitigation Measures: 
 
No mitigation measures are required.  
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4.21 MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

 
Less Than 

Significant with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

 
Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

 
No Impact or 

Does Not Apply 

XXI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE:     
 
a) Does the project have the potential to 
substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a 
fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, 
substantially reduce the number or restrict the 
range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or 
eliminate important examples of the major periods 
of California history or prehistory? 

 X   

 
b) Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively considerable? 
("Cumulatively considerable" means that the 
incremental effects of a project are considerable 
when viewed in connection with the effects of past 
projects, the effects of other current projects, and 
the effects of probable future projects)? 

  X  

 
c) Does the project have environmental effects 
which will cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

 X   

 
 
Discussion 
 
a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment, 

substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to 
drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially 
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate 
important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory? 
 
Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated.  As stated in this Initial Study, although the 
proposed Project would affect the quality of the environment with respect to the habitat of a 
plant or animal community, the mitigation identified in the Initial Study would reduce such 
impacts through the provision of adherence to the MTBA and its protection of nesting birds 
through implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-1. The project may adversely affect unknown 
paleontological resources, however, implementation of Mitigation Measures GEO-1 would 
reduce potential impacts to less than significant. With mitigation, impacts related to this issue are 
considered to be less than significant.  
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b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable? 
(“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable 
when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, 
and the effects of probable future projects)? 
 
Less than Significant Impact.  The proposed Project alignment is currently a developed roadway 
with developed commercial and industrial uses. While some modification of the adjacent uses, 
coupled with the on-going development in the City, there may be some incremental impacts to 
traffic and air quality, however, these are short-term during construction and are less than 
significant. The Project will reconstruct Magnolia Avenue to the City’s General Plan designation, 
which is designed to better serve the region’s circulation. Therefore, overall, any on-going 
cumulative impacts as a result of operations would also be less than significant. As such, impacts 
related to this issue are considered to be less than significant. 
 
 

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human 
beings, either directly or indirectly? 
 
Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. Implementation of the of the proposed 
Project may result in direct and indirect impacts such as exposure to hazards associated with 
hazardous waste and noise. However, adherence to standard requirements and identified 
mitigation measures (Mitigation Measure HAZ-1, HAZ-2, HAZ-3 and NOI-1) would reduce these 
impacts to less than significant. 
 
 
 

Conclusion: The project would have a less-than-significant impact on the CEQA mandatory findings of 
significance with the incorporation of mitigation measures and standard permit conditions identified in 
this document. 
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5 MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 

Section 21081.6 of the Public Resources Code and Section 15097 of the CEQA Guidelines require adoption 
of a Mitigation Monitoring or Reporting Program (MMRP) for all projects for which an Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) or Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) has been prepared. This requirement was 
originally mandated by Assembly Bill (AB) 3180 which was enacted on January 1, 1989 to ensure the 
implementation of all mitigation measures adopted through the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) process. Specifically, Section 21081.6 of the Public Resources Code states that “…the agency shall 
adopt a reporting or monitoring program for the changes made to the project or conditions of project 
approval, adopted in order to mitigate or avoid significant effects on the environment…[and that the 
program]…shall be designed to ensure compliance during project implementation.” AB 3180 provided 
general guidelines for implementing monitoring and reporting programs, which are enumerated in more 
detail in Section 15097 of the CEQA Guidelines.  
 
Specific reporting and/or monitoring requirements to be enforced during project implementation are 
defined prior to final approval of the project. The proposed monitoring and reporting program will be 
considered by the City of Corona (the lead agency) prior to certification of the MND. Although the lead 
agency may delegate reporting or monitoring responsibilities to other agencies or entities, it “…remains 
responsible for ensuring that implementation of the mitigation measures occurs in accordance with the 
program.” The Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program describes the procedures for the 
implementation of the mitigation measures to be adopted for the proposed project as identified in the 
MND. The MMRP for the proposed project will be in place through all phases of the project, including 
design (pre-construction), construction, and operation (post-construction both prior to and post-
occupancy). The City is responsible for administering the MMRP activities or delegating them to staff, 
other City departments (e.g., Department of Building and Safety, Department of Public Works, etc.), 
consultants, or contractors. The City will also ensure that monitoring is documented through reports (as 
required) and that deficiencies are promptly corrected. The designated environmental monitor (e.g. City 
building inspector, project contractor, certified professionals, etc., depending on the provision specified 
below) will track and document compliance with mitigation measures, note any problems that may result, 
and take appropriate action to remedy problems. 
 
The MMRP is provided on the following pages. 
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Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
 

Impact/Threshold Project Mitigation Measures 
Monitoring/ 

Timing 
Frequency 

Compliance 
Action 

Monitoring 
Party 

Verification 

Initials Date Remarks 

AIR QUALITY 

Project will result in 
a cumulatively 
considerable net 
increase of any 
criteria pollutant for 
which the project 
region is in non- 
attainment under an 
applicable federal or 
state ambient air 
quality standard. 

MM AIR-1: The contractor shall adhere to applicable measures 
contained in Table 1 of Rule 403 including, but not limited to:    
 
• All clearing, grading, earth-moving, or excavation activities 

shall cease when winds exceed 25 mph per SCAQMD 
guidelines in order to limit fugitive dust emissions. 

• The contractor shall ensure that all disturbed unpaved roads 
and disturbed areas within the Project are watered at least 
three times daily during dry weather. Watering, with 
complete coverage of disturbed areas, shall occur at least 
three times a day, preferably in the mid-morning, afternoon, 
and after work is done for the day.  

• The contractor shall ensure that traffic speeds on unpaved 
roads and Project site areas are limited to 15 miles per hour 
or less. 

During 
construction 

Construction 
Inspection 

documentation 

City of 
Corona 

Public Works 
Division 

   

 

MM AIR-2: The following measures shall be incorporated into 
Project plans and specifications as implementation of SCAQMD 
Rule 1113:   
 
• Only “Low-Volatile Organic Compounds” paints (no more 

than 50 gram/liter of VOC) consistent with SCAQMD Rule 
1113 shall be used. 

During 
construction 

Construction 
Inspection 

documentation 

City of 
Corona 

Public Works 
Division 

   

BIOLOGICAL 
RESOURCES        

Interfere 
substantially with the 
movement of any 
native resident or 
migratory fish or 
wildlife species or 
with established 
native resident or 
migratory wildlife 
corridors, or impede 

MM BIO-1: Avian Monitoring. If construction occurs between 
February 1st and August 31st, a pre-construction clearance 
survey for nesting birds should be conducted within three (3) 
days of the start of any vegetation removal or ground disturbing 
activities to ensure that no nesting birds will be disturbed during 
construction. The biologist conducting the clearance survey 
should document a negative survey with a brief letter report 
indicating that no impacts to active avian nests will occur. If an 
active avian nest is discovered during the pre-construction 

Prior to issuance 
Notice to Proceed 
with Construction 

Contractor 

Monitoring 
report 

submitted to 
City of Corona 
Public Works 

Division 

City of 
Corona 

Public Works 
Division 

   

I I I I 
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Impact/Threshold Project Mitigation Measures 
Monitoring/ 

Timing 
Frequency 

Compliance 
Action 

Monitoring 
Party 

Verification 

Initials Date Remarks 

the use of native 
wildlife nursery sites? 

clearance survey, construction activities should stay outside of a 
no-disturbance buffer. The size of the no-disturbance buffer will 
be determined by the wildlife biologist and will depend on the 
level of noise and/or surrounding anthropogenic disturbances, 
line of sight between the nest and the construction activity, type 
and duration of construction activity, ambient noise, species 
habituation, and topographical barriers. These factors will be 
evaluated on a case-by-case basis when developing buffer 
distances. Limits of construction to avoid an active nest will be 
established in the field with flagging, fencing, or other 
appropriate barriers; and construction personnel will be 
instructed on the sensitivity of nest areas. A biological monitor 
should be present to delineate the boundaries of the buffer area 
and to monitor the active nest to ensure that nesting behavior is 
not adversely affected by the construction activity. Once the 
young have fledged and left the nest, or the nest otherwise 
becomes inactive under natural conditions, construction 
activities within the buffer area can occur. 

GEOLOGIC 
RESOURCES        

The Project will 
directly or 
indirectly destroy 
a unique 
paleontological 
resource or site or 
unique geologic 
feature 

MM GEO-1: Unanticipated Paleontological Resources. Any 
substantial excavations (i.e. over 5 feet in depth) in the 
proposed Project area should be monitored closely by 
excavation crews to identify potential fossil remains discovered 
while not impeding development. If fossils are found, 
excavation in the area will cease and a qualified paleontologist 
shall be retained to identify and collect the fossils. Any fossils 
recovered during mitigation should be deposited in an 
accredited and permanent scientific institution for the benefit 
of current and future generations. 
 

During 
Construction 

Construction 
Inspection 

documentation 

City of 
Corona 
Public 
Works 

Division 

   

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

Create a 
significant hazard 
to the public or 

MM HAZ-1: All asphalt requiring removal from the Project 
alignment shall be disposed of in accordance with current 
regulatory standards. 

During 
Construction 

Construction 
Inspection 

documentation 
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Impact/Threshold Project Mitigation Measures 
Monitoring/ 

Timing 
Frequency 

Compliance 
Action 

Monitoring 
Party 

Verification 

Initials Date Remarks 

the environment 
through the 
routine transport, 
use, or disposal of 
hazardous 
materials? 

Create a 
significant hazard 
to the public or 
the environment 
through 
reasonably 
foreseeable upset 
and accident 
conditions 
involving the 
release of 
hazardous 
materials into the 
environment? 

MM HAZ-2: A hazardous spill prevention plan shall be prepared 
by the Contractor and submitted to the City for approval to 
minimize the likelihood of a spill shall be prepared prior to 
construction. The plan shall state the actions that would be 
required if a spill occurs to prevent contamination of surface 
waters and provide for cleanup of the spill. The plan shall follow 
Federal, state, and local safety guidelines and standards to avoid 
increased exposure to these pollutants. 

During Contractor 
Pre-Construction 

Submittals 

Contract 
compliance 

review 

 

   

 
MM HAZ-3: Grading and excavation at 1375 Magnolia Avenue 
shall follow the procedures identified in the Soil Management 
Plan, or most recent plan or procedures as authorized by 
regulatory agencies, that identifies procedures for soil 
management on this property. The City and the Contractor will 
work with the property owner to gain access to the most recent 
testing and other related data, as well as coordinate all 
excavation sites and the storage and staging of equipment, to 
ensure compliance with the plan and to minimize any risk of 
exposing any contaminated soils during Project construction. 

During 
Construction 

Construction 
Inspection 

documentation 
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Impact/Threshold Project Mitigation Measures 
Monitoring/ 

Timing 
Frequency 

Compliance 
Action 

Monitoring 
Party 

Verification 

Initials Date Remarks 

Would the project 
be located on a 
site which is 
included on a list 
of hazardous 
materials sites 
compiled 
pursuant to 
Government Code 
Section 65962.5 
and, as a result, 
would it create a 
significant hazard 
to the public or 
the environment? 

MM HAZ-3  Same as MM HAZ-3  

NOISE 

Project will generate 
a substantial 
temporary or 
periodic increase in 
ambient noise levels 
in the vicinity of the 
project in excess of 
standards established 
in the local general 
plan or noise 
ordinance, or 
applicable standards 
of other agencies 

MM NOI-1: Implement Caltrans’ Standard Specifications in 
Section 14-8.02, “Noise Control”. Section 14-8.02 which states: 
“Do not exceed 86 dBA at 50 feet from the job site activities 
from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. Equip an internal combustion engine with 
the manufacturer-recommended muffler. Do not operate an 
internal combustion engine on the job site without the 
appropriate muffler.” 

During 
construction 

Verification by 
City of 

incorporation 
of 

requirement 
in the 

contractor 
contracts; 
Periodic 

Monitoring 
Reports 

City of 
Corona 
Public 
Works 

Division 
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Appendix B 
Biological Resources and MSHCP Compliance  
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